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Present: 
Rachael Armstrong (Chair), Cassie Watson, Paul Blundell, Laura Constanza, Katherine Hall, Emma Hawthorn-James, Jen Chilcott & Rebekah Cannon
Apologies:

Faye Matthews, Kayleigh Ball & Liz Warwick
Halloween Disco – Friday 21st October
L Constanza read through an email she had received from H Lintern raising some points about the disco.

It was agreed that a clear understanding of what is expecting of both school staff and PTA members at future events to be written down and circulated to all – KH & CW to draft up something.
There was some confusion over how parents were to pay for the disco which resulted in less money being collected this year.  Going forward, Parentmail to be set up so that parents can book and pay for PTA events online.  This also makes it much easier for the PTA to see how many children are attending, how many to cater for etc.

PTA members have always paid for their children to attend their events, most pay on the night so are not being captured in the school tick off sheets.

RC confirmed that she had a food hygiene certificate and will send out the details of the course so that other members of the PTA can qualify if they so wish.

Several members of the PTA hold first aid certificates but would not wish to be responsible for carrying out any first aid on children – this to be done by a member of staff.

Christmas Evening Event – Thursday 15th December 3:45pm – 6/6:30pm
A choice of 3 films to be shown across 3 classrooms – PTA to organise these.  This event can be booked and paid for through Parentmail.  The event will be advertised on Dojo only.
Tickets will be £5 per child to include food and popcorn.

Due to a long handover at the Halloween disco, a teacher and at least one PTA member will help hand children back to their parents at the Christmas event.  Children will be put into year groups and parents will be asked to come to the hall door (inside), collect their child and exit through the fire door (past another member of staff/PTA member).
Children will be able to bring mufti to change into (not pyjamas this year due to the Polar Express event the next day).  Those with DBS checks will be able to help change the younger children.

School Volunteers
Anyone volunteering at the school will be encouraged to have a DBS check making it easier to move about the school once completed.  If you have been DBS checked you will be issued with a blue ribbon volunteer lanyard meaning you can be alone with a child.  Those not DBS checked will still be very welcome to volunteer, they will just need to wear a red ribboned lanyard and will need to be accompanied by a blue ribbon volunteer around the school.  This is standard safeguarding practice that has been adopted by the school.
Volunteers to notify the office if they wish to be DBS checked and it’s a 2 minute online form to fill in with proof of identity required at the office.

Fundraising

L Constanza has been donated a couple of sacks of daffodil bulbs and is planning on offering families the chance to buy a bulb in a pot for 50p to then plant at home.  In Feb/March children will be asked to bring their daffodils back and prizes will be given for the best daffodil, tallest, brightest etc.  Some daffodils will be planted around the school, the rest will be sold as bunches to parents.

Any Other Business

H Lintern emailed RA & CW about setting up a working group for OPAL.  JC explained at the meeting that OPAL stands for Outdoor Play & Learning and it’s a programme to increase the quality of children’s play and therefore increase their wellbeing.  It involves rethinking the organisation of break/lunch times to promote a wide range of play opportunities that enable children to be creative, collaborative, imaginative and social, as well as providing challenge and facilitating risk-taking within a safe environment.  The whole school grounds are utilised and wet playtimes become a thing of the past!  In meeting children’s play needs, it reduces behavioural issues.
The PTA would like more information about timings and commitments for the above and hopefully a few volunteers will come forward.

A competition to design a new PTA Logo will be run in the Spring Term.

Date of Next Meeting

Thursday 8th December at 7:30pm at the King William Inne, Catcott 
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