
 

Year 1:  

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: Why did they build castles a long time ago? 

KEY VOCABULARY: As Historians we will:  

Turret  Parapet  

Ramparts  Dungeon  

Portcullis  Battlements  

Drawbridge  Tower 

Moat  Keep  

If you were a Lord what 

would your castle look 

like?  

How do we know that 

they were also intended 

for defence?  

What do we know 

about castles?  

Pupils should be taught about: changes within living memory. 

Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of 

change in national life  

Why did they build castles 

a long, long time ago? 

Why do you think that 

they are not built today?  

How is it similar/

different to homes to-

day?  

What clues does  

Dunster Castle hold?  
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AFL opportunity       

Pupil voice 

Independent response to the question 

 

Use of learning styles 

Pupil involved in organisation of visit 

 

Children to initiate own sorting rules, include trading for enterprise, may 

need more science work alongside the enquiry 

Use role play corner for Child Initiated Learning    

Link with PSHE design own shield to show how each knight 
was special, Pupil Voice in preparation and link with how we 
prepare for special event ,video, link with colour mixing skills 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ACTIVITIES 

1. Introduce position of castle 

and compare with castles on hills. 

2. Labelling activities with new 

vocabulary on parts of a castle. 

3. Visit the castle to see the 

different rooms and link to the 

home and defence question.  

KEY QUESTION 2 

What clues does Portchester 

Castle hold?  

To describe places and features 

To use geog/science  vocab 

To make deductions 

To use primary/secondary 

evidence 

Step2        Collect information       

ACTIVITIES 

1. Sort features for same/different 

to today 

2. Odd one out game/science/history 

3. Use artefacts from the Tudor box 

to sort materials/ think about uses.  

4. Page to Stage re-enact different 

rooms and roles of people 

KEY QUESTION 3 

How is it similar/different to 

homes today?  

To express own views/compare 

 To empathise 

To investigate properties 

Step 3/4  Make sense and draw 

conclusions 

KEY QUESTION 6  

Why did they build castles a long, 

long time ago? 

 Why do you think that they are 

not built today? 

 

Step 6 Scope to demonstrate 

understanding in final product  

ACTVITIES 

1. Using knowledge gained in 

DT/maths build 3D castle showing 

what you know about features. 

Label if possible 

2. Choose a room to draw/label that 

proves it was also a home for a new 

info book for the library/web site 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Annotate pictures 

2. Grid completion 

3. Treasure Hunt. Sort pictures of 

castle as a home or castle as 

defence 

4. Prepare for a celebratory feast 

and have a feast linking with 

question3.  

 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Look at books and pictures of 

castles over time and see how 

they developed/improved. 

Sequence and give opinion of 

the best castle.  

2. Children as Experts. Teacher as 

incompetent castle builder needs 

advice on design of castle 

KEY QUESTION 5 

If you were a Lord what would 

your castle look like? 

To give an opinion based upon 

knowledge gained. 

Step 5 Introduce new materials or 

perspectives to put 

understanding  to the test 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Slow reveal of painting/picture 

of a castle 

2. What do we need to find out 

about? 

3. Explore ideas through fiction 

and non fiction 

4. Put castle on simple timeline 

KEY QESTION 4 

How do we know that they were 

also intended for defence? 

To listen to opinions  

To use pictures and primary 

resources to look at structures 

Step3/4  Make sense of ideas and 

draw conclusions 

KEY QUESTION 1 

What do we know about castles? 

 

To communicate own 

experiences and knowledge 

 

Step1 Motivate & Scope 

AFL opportunity   Revisit initial thinking and check questions have been 

answered    Use 3 stars and a wish for the enquiry 

 May need to complete after DT skills have been explored 

Understanding is checked here.   Children formulate thinking in own 

style ready to be an expert. Possible use of TASC wheel. Try to use 

unseen pictures 
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