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Headteachers welcome

Dear Families,

As we approach the festive seasom® & joy to reflect on the wonderful experiences and
achievements that have brought our school community together this term.

Our students have had incredible opportunities to learn beyond the classroom, with memorable
trips to Caerleon where history came alive, aile The Curioussparking curiosity and wonder
about the world of science.

In true festive spirit, our school Nativity 'Midwife Crisis' delighted audiences with its unique take
on the Christmas story, featuring a casssbkep, kings, and even a midwif&eanwhile, the

beauty of the season shone through in our traditionatdls Around the Tregbringing warmth

and togetherness to all.

A heartfelt thank you to our amaziTAand ourSchool Counciior their fantastic fundraising
efforts, helping to make a real difference in our community.



Wishing you all a joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Mrs Constanza

Headteacher

Reception

The Reception children have had a wonderful second half of the Autumn term. They have
settled into the school routine with ease and are all enthusiastic and eager learners.

Maths

This term, the children have looked at the numbers froit01 We have looked at subitising and
composition of 35. We have also explored concepts of size, weight, and measurement,
exploring in the maths area during discovery time.

Literacy



The children have enjoyed writing Christmas cards and letters to Father Christmas, practicing
their digraphs, and reading simple captions and sentences.

Art

In art, the children have worked with various materials to create vibrant firework pictures and
painted beautiful rangoli patterns. Everyone, including the staff, had a fantastic time exploring
music through dancing, making music, and listening to Indian tunes.

Language

There have been lively discussions about celebrations and special occasions, such as Diwali,
Christmas, and Bonfire Night.

In addition, the children have made great strides in their physical development. Through their
Wilderness Warrior sessions and PE lessons, they have gained confidence in using a variety of
indoor and outdoor apparatus, refined their ball skills, and practiced object manipulation.

The children have been a joy to teach this term. Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas, and |
look forward to seeing you again in January.

Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Thomas







Year 1 and 2 have had a busy and productive half term filled with exciting learning opportunities.
WeQe been exploring London landmarks through our Literacy text 'A walk in London and even
linked our studies to a walk around Catcott village, connecting our Literacy and Geography
learning. In Science, & been investigating the properties of materials by testing for

magnetism, waterproofing, and floating and sinking. In Computing we have been learning to
take photos and add effects and in DT we have been exploring and designing how hinges and
catches work. To top it all off, il worked incredibly hard (and shared plenty of laughs!) while
learning lines, cues, and dances for our Christmas performaniekdefife CrisisWell done,

everyone!

Mrs Ashburne




Year Three

Science

In science, we have been using our working scientifically skills to plan and carry out different
investigations. We investigated which biscuit is best for dunking in a cup of tea. The class did
brilliantly planning this investigation! FYI: a white chocolate digestive is an excellent dunker! We
set up an observation over time. investigating which liquid is the best at cleaning dirty coins. We
left the coins in lemon juice, vinegar, ketchup and eocka and cleaned them off a week later.

Our results showed that lemon juice was the best. Finally, we discovered oobleck (cornflour
slime). The children watched me demonstrate how this mixture can act as both a solid and a
liquid. They then came up with questions that they wanted to investigate. For example: can it be
rolled into a ball? Can it stick things together? How far can it be stretched?

History



We finished off our Romans topic with a trip to Caerleon Roman Baths and Fortress. We started
the day with a walk around the Roman baths. We learnt about who would come here and the
different types of leisure activities Romans would take part in. We then went to explore the
ampitheatre learning about the battles between beasts and gladiattdnen we moved on to

the remains of the army barracks. Finally, we toured the museum and got the opportunity to
wear Roman armour, see what it would've been like inside the barracks and discovered the
hidden treasures that have been uncovered from the site.

Christmas question

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been exploring what Christmas traditions are and how
we can make sure traditions are environmentally friendly. We discussed handmaking cards and
decorations; using leftover food to create new Christmas dishes, such as a turkey pizza; ensuring
lights are turned off overnight, or using friendlier LED lights; and donating old toys to charity,
before asking Santa for lots of new ones.

Mrs Brogden & Mrs Flint







Year Four

Writing

We explored persuasive writing and investigated rhetorical questions, the use of alliteration,
repetition and humility. The children loved to write a battle cry in the role of Boudicca. Well
done everyone!

Computing

We focused on Audio Recording and Podcast. We discussed and explored what makes a good
podcast and recorded some of our battle cry speeches. We also had a fantastic opportunity to
take part in a workshop lead by Young Engineers Mid Somerset. What a treat!

Forest School

We loved learning new facts about trees, how they grow, how they communicate and how they
care about each other. We also looked at the life cycle of a tree and the changes within seasons.
To finish our session, we used acorns to make necklaces.



Caerleon: Roman Fortress

We had a day full of fun and learning. We took part in a role play workshop, we have been
introduced to the museum objects and explored a reconstructed Roman Barrack Room, as well
as discovering the remains of a Roman Amphitheatre and the only legionary barracks still on
view in Europe. We finished the day with exploring the Roman Baths. What a day!

Mrs Cook




Year Five and Six
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This has been a very busy term. The children have been working hard in all areas of their
learning and have shown some great progress.

In writing we have been focusing on nohronological reports and memoires. The children

have been developing their understanding of writing features and have produced some lovely
pieces of writing using these features. For our non chronological reports we focused on Pandora,
the fictional planet from Avatar. This allowed us to use our imagination to create our own

planets and creatures that would live there! We particularly enjoyed reading Hidden Figures and
finding out about the remarkable women at NASA, who showed great strength, courage and
determination to achieve their dreams.

In maths, we have been focusing on fractions which the class are really enjoying! They have a
much better understanding of how to add and subtract fractions. They have used various
methods to support this learning.



In geography, the children have been learning all about extreme weather and how to use a data
base to find evidence of extreme weather. We have used the Tambora volcanic eruption to learn
about the impact this had on the UK and how to use data bases to record our evidence.

The children have really enjoyed computing this term where we have been learning about video
production. They created some fantastic videos, following their story boards and had lots of fun
making them!

In RE we have come to the end of our unit on Agape. We have also been learning about the true
meaning of Christmas and discussing whether we think the true meaning of Christmas has been
lost.

In our DT project this term we have been developing our cooking skills, making ginger bread
biscuits. We have experimented with different designs and have created a box for them to be
presented in.

Our topic in Science has been Earth and space and we have enjoyed learning more about how
our planet fits in to the solar system, how we have seasons and days and nights and why the
moon looks different at different times of the month. After learning more about the moon and

its lunar cycle, we planned an enquiry to test how we could make craters on the moon bigger or
smaller. We thought about independent and dependent variables as well as the control
variables we would keep the same to make it a fair test. We really enjoyed carrying out these
investigations and recording our results!

In PSHE, we been learning about celebrating differences, so we took the opportunity to try

out some Paralympic sports to better understand how these incredible athletes engage in
various activities. With the help of a delivery from BBC Super Movers, we got to experience
blind football. We started with trusbuilding games, where we guided blindfolded partners,
learning to rely on communication and teamwork. Next, we played a game called "penguin feet"
to practice moving the ball between our feet, before progressing to dribbling. This experience
gave us immense respect for anyone who plays blind foathe® truly impressive!

Finally, we all really enjoyed our trip to W the Curious. The children had a fantastic time
investigating all the activities and experiments. Highlights were the Aardmann animation
experience and the wheel to generate power to make a waterfall work. The planetarium was an
amazing experience, and the children really enjoyed their workshop and showed off their
impressive knowledge of the planets.

We hope you have wonderful break and a festive Christmas!

Mrs Berkley, Miss Lintern, Mrs Mynott and Mrs Darby






Whole School

KS1 Performance

The children from Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 all worked extremely hard (and shared plenty of
laughs) whilst learning lines, cues and dances for their Christmas performances of ‘A Midwife
Crisis'. All the children were fantastic and they should all be extremely proud of themselves, as
are we!

Carols Around the Tree

Our KS2 children and families joined us for a festive evening on Monday 16th December. The
children all sang beautifully and readings performed well. Thank you to all the families for
joining us and the wonderful PTA for supporting the event with refreshments.



Librarians

Introducing our five new Librarians who are doing a fantastic job supporting Mrs. Gibbons in
keeping the Library organised and tidy. They have been working hard to deliver advent calendar
books each day, which are being enjoyed by classes during their daily story time. The Librarians
are very excited to start planning new ways to promote a love of reading across the school!




House Points
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Well done to Robins who won this terms highest house points!

School Council

The members of the School Council have all worked really hard towards raising some great
funds for the school. They have all got involved with planning and hosting some wonderful



events for both Children in Need and for the School. Some of the money raised for the school
has gone towards paying for some fantastic end of term parties for the children.

Mrs Kennedy

Children in Need

For Children in Need 2024, our children were challenged to cover Pudsey with small change.
The Families were amazing in their support and we raised a £2@91. This has been banked
by Mrs Kennedy and is already on its way to the official Children in Need collection. Thank you
to each and every family who supported us to raise the funds.

Christmas Fair

On Friday 6th December, the School Council held their inaugural Christmas Fair under the
leadership of Mrs Kennedy. It was a huge success and raised a n3&1\v@8. The School
Council children helped out with the stalls. Thank you to all the families for supporting the
festive event




Whole School Assemblies

PCSO Assembly

The local PCSOs attended school to provide an informative assembly for the children. They
spoke about keeping safe both in the real world and online. They explained how important
behaviour is and how our golden rules fit well within society's expectation.

TLE

Jarrod from TLE came to school to talk to the children about what is involved from TLE and the
types of adventures that occur during the sessions and the holiday clubs. Needless to say there
was much fun to be had, especially with the nerf guns!

Sorting Ceremony

Our wonderful Reception children recently were 'sorted’ into their school house. Its really
important for the children to be part of the community by joining one of the four houses

Robins, Woodpeckers, Kingfishers and Goldfinches During the sorting ceremony the children are
presented with their house coloured PEHirt. Congratulations to all our Reception pupils!






Wilderness Warriors

Reception

In October, Reception class had their first introduction to Forest School. The session started with
a discussion about the history of Halloween and the Samhain fire festival. The children learnt
about bats and made bats using stencils and sticks they found. They also learnt about spiders
and how they make their webs. the children then got crafty making spiders webs from clay,
bamboo skewers and white wool. The session ended with reflection and toasted marshmallows
around the fire!



Year 1

The Year 1 Children spent their Wilderness Warrior sessions making bird feeders. They started
by thinking about bird and their habits and how the cold months would affect them, why
migration happened and the importance of supporting them by providing food and water. The
children all made bird feeders using seed, ice cream cones and lard. The session ended with
marshmallows around the fire.

"I liked snapping all the sticks for the fireShay



"I liked making the bird feeder using the cones, seeds and lakElektra
"I made a house for a worm-'Freddie
"I liked playing with the water in the mud kitchen.Farley

"I liked lighting the fire.* Rowan

Year 2

Year 2 had a wonderful time learning all about leaves during their Wilderness Warriors session.
The had a discussion about leaves, their purpose and why they fall during Autumn. They then all
produced a clay leaf print tile and between them made large group mandala. This was followed
with yummy marshmallows around the fire.

"I helped Freddy to roll out his clay ready to put leaves on." Rufus
"It was hard to light the fire because | had to use the flint and steel." Conor
"We collected leaves, sticks and berries to make a gigantic mandala." Elizabeth

"l enjoyed making my tilaising leaves and clay.” Xanthe






Year 3

We began by looking at some of the trees and plants in the Nest and on the field, discussing:
how those plants grow, if they have any special properties, myths and legends that surround
them, how they have traditionally been used in the past, our own feelings/experiences with
them.

We then collected different leaves/seeds/pods etc which represented powers and properties to
create magic potions!

Year 4

Year 4's Forest School session was all about trees. They had discussion about the life cycle of
trees where the children loved learning new facts about trees, how they grow, how they
communicate and how they care about each other. We also looked at the life cycle of a tree and
the changes within seasons. They were shown how to create an acorn necklace using a screw
eye and string, and using the bradawl to make a hole for the screw eye.

Max¢ | have enjoyed creating a spiral using leaves

Ivy- I loved working with acorns and adding wax to the inside

Millie- | liked making a necklace using an acorn

Evan Working with others, collecting leaves and creating autumn art

Tiggie Learning how trees communicate with each other and hugging a tree. | felt peaceful.

Kester making a necklace



Year 5
Year five had a fab morning using clay and natural, spikey materials they could find to create
hedgehogs. They have also made hedgehog homes around the school site to help the creatures

during the winter. They use lots of leaves and thought about how they could make the homes as
warm and safe as possible.

Henry SWe used clay and spikey things to make our hedgehogs. We also make a home out of
leaves and sticks for the hedgehogs. We used as many leaves as possible!

Eva | really enjoyed building the hedgehog homes.

Henry T1 think | would like to sleep in leaves like a hedgehog!

Ambet | really enjoyed lighting the fire!




Year 6
Year 6 have really enjoyed their second forest school session where they have been learning
how to whittle using the correct tools and techniques. They also did an extensive clean up of
the school environment after not being used over the half term. There were a lot of leaves to
sweep!

Alfred- al really enjoyed our forest school today, the whittling was really&un!

Layla & enjoyed doing the whittling because it made some really cool pattern son the gvood.
Yvonne dlt was fun to whittle the wood, it was sometimes easy and sometimeséard.
Oscarg al enjoyed collecting sticks for the fige.

Travis al really enjoyed the whittling because it was fun to see the patterns in the vgood!

Sophie dl loved being buried in the leavés!



School Enrichment

At Catcott we want all children to experience a wide variety of sports and physical skills which
will enhance long life fitness and wellbeing. This is why we are continuing our commitment to
offer half termly sports enrichment in a variety of alternative spettshelp children find their

own sporting passion. From fencing to archery, street surf to déneetruly believe there is a
sport for everyone.



Year 2
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Year 5

WeQe been learning about celebrating differences, so we took the opportunity to try out some
Paralympic sports to better understand how these incredible athletes engage in various
activities. With the help of a delivery from BBC Super Movers, we got to experience blind
football. We started with trusbuilding games, where we guided blindfolded partners, learning

to rely on communication and teamwork. Next, we played a game called "penguin feet" to
practice moving the ball between our feet, before progressing to dribbling. This experience gave
us immense respect for anyone who plays blind footbdl® truly impressive!




Community

Remembrance 2024
Our children joined the Catcott Village Remembrance service on Monday 11th November. The
year 5&6 children read the poem 'In Flander's Field' and all children paid their respects to those

who lost their lives to keep us all safe.

Music achievements at Catcott

2 - Charlotte Hollow has taken her first piano exam-Brade Introductory, and achieved a fantastic result of Distinction.



