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Headteachers welcome 

 



Dear Families,  

As we approach the end of another busy and successful term, I would like to take this 

opportunity to reflect on all that we have accomplished together as a school community. It has 

been a term filled with hard work and growth. Our children have continued to impress with 

their dedication, enthusiasm, and resilience, both in and out of the classroom. Whether it was 

in academic achievements, extracurricular activities, or moments of personal development, I 

am incredibly proud of each and every one of them. 

I would also like to express my gratitude to the staff, whose unwavering commitment ensures 

that our school remains a place where all students can thrive. Thank you to all our families for 

your continued support and partnership in helping our children reach their full potential. 

As we head into the break, I encourage everyone to take the time to rest, recharge, and reflect 

on the progress weΩve made. I look forward to welcoming you all back in Spring term 2, ready 

for more exciting opportunities and challenges ahead. 

Wishing you all a restful holiday and a happy, healthy start to the next term! 

Mrs Constanza 



Reception 



 



This half term we have been thinking about bears!  We started by looking at the book 'we're 

going on a bear hunt'.  We had lots of fun creating a sensory trail of all the different areas in the 

book that we then walked through barefoot as we retold the story.  To finish this topic, inspired 

by our Friday welly walks, we wrote our own version of the story - 'We're going on a Catcott 

Bear Hunt.'  We then used our book to go on our own hunt around the village, at the end, we 

managed to find a bear that looked remarkably like Mrs Kennedy! 

 

Mrs Thomas and Mrs Kennedy 

 

 

We then moved on to looking at Goldilocks and the Three Bears.  We have had great fun 

retelling the story using a walk along story map.  We have even made our own porridge and 

gone for a walk whilst it cooled.  We hope no-one eats ours while we are gone!!! 



 



Year One and Two 

 

  

Year 1 and 2 have had a busy and fun- filled half term, squeezing in lots of exciting topics. 

In Literacy, our focus has been The Journey Home, where we have been developing persuasive 

writing skills to help raise awareness about protecting endangered animals. In Art, we have 

been honing our observational drawing skills by sketching everyday objects and using these 

techniques to create our own monoprints. 

 Mrs Ashburne  

In History, we have been discovering the remarkable lives and contributions of Florence 

Nightingale and Mary Seacole.  



 

 



 In Computing, we have learned how to collect and interpret data using pictograms, gathering 

information based on attributes such as hair colour, eye colour, and favourite subjects.  

 

In Science, we have been exploring Humans and Animals, investigating what different animals 

eat and how they are classified into groups. 



 



Year Three 

 

Swimming  

This half term, the children have continued to be swimming superstars, growing in confidence 

whilst learning new skills. Every single child really challenges themselves and display the most 

amazing attitudes, so not only are they having fun learning new strokes and techniques, but 

they all understand how to stay safe in and around the water.   

Maths  

Our focus this half term has been on learning our times table facts in order to solve 

multiplication and division facts for the 2, 3, 4, 5, 8 and 10 times tables! By using drawings as 

well as mental calculations the children have been working at solving 2digit x 1digit questions, 

as well as 2 digit ÷ 1 digit. Amazing!  

 Computing  



This half term, we have been using Scratch to learn how to build a series of commands to 

programme a character (called a Sprite) to perform a range of actions. The children have also 

learnt how to change different design features such as the background, the costume the 

character wears or sounds it produces.   

Mrs Brogden & Mrs Flint 

Science  

In Science this half-term, we have been learning all about forces and magnets. WeΩve 

investigated how objects move on different surfaces with a car ramp experiment, weΩve 

explored magnetic and non-magnetic materials through game design and the children have 

started independently planning their own investigations, as well as drawing their own results 

tables.   

 

Geography  

This half-term, we have been studying China in geography. We've been using maps, atlases and 

globes to help us discover where in the world China is. WeΩve learnt about a great explorer 

called Isabella Bird Bishop and her journey up the Yangtze River and we have explored the 

importance of the river both now and during IsabellaΩs time.   



Year Four 

 

Writing  

 This term, we became journalists, reporting on the dramatic journey of Ernest Shackleton and 

his crew. We focused on writing in a formal newspaper style, using powerful headlines, quotes, 

and exciting details to bring the adventure to life! 

Maths  

 We built our confidence with multiplication and division, working with 2- and 3-digit numbers 

divided by 1-digit numbers. We used different strategies, including partitioning and short 

division, to solve problems and explain our reasoning. 

History egɜɛə  

 Our historians travelled back in time to the Anglo-Saxon era! We explored what life was like for 

these early settlers, learning about their homes, traditions, and the impact they had on modern 

Britain. 



 

 

Mrs Cook 

Computing  

 This term, we stepped into the world of coding using Turtle Academy! We learned how to write 

simple commands to control a turtle, creating shapes and patterns through code. It was exciting 

to see our instructions come to life on the screen. 

 

Science ⱢⱣⱤⱥⱦⱧ  

 In Science, we investigated states of matter, focusing on solids, liquids, and gases. Through 

hands-on experiments, we observed melting and evaporation in action, discussing how 

temperature affects the changes we see. We made careful predictions and recorded our 

findings like real scientists! 

 



Year Five and Six 

 

This term has been a very busy term in year 5 and 6. We have been developing our writing 

through the text- Children of the Benin Kingdom. The children have created some fantastic 

pieces of writing discussing whether they think the Benin Bronzes should be returned or not. 

We have had a strong focus on punctuation and spellings and the children have developed their 

editing skills with these areas in mind. 

 In our maths we have been working on various areas of multiplication and division, including 

long division and orders of operations. As well as our usual maths the lesson, the year 6 children 

have been recapping various maths skills in preparation for Sats. They have enjoyed working 

through these session and have cemented their knowledge. 

 In computing the children have really enjoyed working with the crumble controllers and have 

been working on their understanding of friendship in PSHE.  

The children have worked brilliantly this term and have worked well in groups and as individuals. 

We hope you have a lovely break and come back ready and raring to go after half term! 



The Year 6 Team- Mrs Berkley, Mr Sutton, Mrs Mynott and Mrs Darby.  

 

 In history the children have been focusing on the Benin Kingdom. It has proven to be an 

interesting topic and the children have developed their understanding of the historical skills 

they are using- they are now string to identify these skills and insert the symbols allocated for 

each skill next to their work. 

 In science the children have been working on materials. We have had some fantastic 

experiments and have separated solutions, evaporated water and observed the materials left 

over, understood reversible and irreversible changes and chosen materials for thermal 

insulators! 

Achievements 

Piano Success 

Emily Stanley in Year 4 has passed her Grade 1 piano exam with a Merit. This is a fabulous result 

and the examiner commented on how hard she has worked to develop a wide range of skills. 

She has enjoyed learning the main theme to Star Wars and the Beatles song, ΨLet it BeΩ and is 

now looking forward to working on her Grade 2. 

 



School Council 

The school council have been busy coming up with ideas for forthcoming events, the first being 

plans for a Break the Rules day in aid of Red Nose Day on 21st March. Further information to 

follow! 

 

Mrs Kennedy 

Wilderness Warriors   

 

Reception 

The focus for our Reception children in Wilderness Warriors was recreated the Gruffalo story. 

They explored the field and met the different characters in their hiding places. they made a 

large scale Gruffalo picture using items they found around the site. They finished up with some 

yummy marshmallows and a firepit!  



 

Year 1&2 

The session was all about looking for signs of animals in our surroundings. They played games, 

including making animal impressions such as foxes and deer. They finished off the session 

looking for signs of animal life, including footprints, tracks and nests.  



 

Year 3 

Our Forest School session was all about birds! We began with a hunt around the school field 

searching for different types of birds that had been hidden away. Once we found them all, we 

learnt lots about them, such as their songs and behaviours. We then went bird watching on the 

school field and built our own bird hide!  

 



Year 4 

 A highlight of the term was our incredible morning at Forest School! We embraced the 

outdoors, climbing trees, exploring nature, and even dissecting owl pellets to discover what 

these fascinating birds eat. The concentration and enthusiasm were amazingτwell done, Year 

4! 

 

Year 5  

  

Year 5 spent their forest school session making cars as a team. They used different tools 

including a bow saw, a bradawl and a drill and thought about the mechanisms they would need 

for their cars to move. They had to make them so they would move and could be raced. The 

children created a track for the cars to race along. They had to work as a team to ensure they 

assembled their cars correctly.   

Chloe- άI think itΩs been fun. I liked working with my group. We had to build a car out of wood 

and make a track for it.έ  

Tyler- άI had a turn making a car using a bradawl put hooks in. we used a bow saw ad a drill. I 

enjoyed using the saw the most!έ  

Kourtney- άIΩve enjoyed building cars today! We had to use a drill and a saw to cut the wood and 

assemble the cars together.έ  

  



Henry T- άWe used a bow saw to cut the wheels, then we used a tool called a bradawl to mark 

where we were going to put hooks in and we used masking tape to strengthen the sticks. We 

had to use a drill to make holes in the centre of the wheels to attach them.έ  

  

Charlie- άWe used wood, sticks and tape to make cars. We had to saw a log to make wheels. We 

had to put in metal hooks to put the sticks through, so we could attach the wheels.έ  

 



 

Year 6 

  

Today in forest school the children have taken part in a survival session. They had to think about 

how they would survive if they were stranded. They have built dens, made water filters, foraged 

for food and made water clear. They also located themselves on a map and drew maps to help 

them find their ways back to school! They used compasses to establish their directions! They 

really enjoyed working as a team!   

Jack- άI used sand, charcoal and cotton to make water clear.έ  

  

Elijah- άThe materials filtered out all the mud and dirt from the water to make clear water- this 

will help us survive!έ  

  

Lacey- Jade- άI enjoyed making a water systemέ.  

  



Imogen ς άIf I was stranded, I would make nettle soup because there should be nettles, I can 

find!  

  

Travis- άI enjoyed working as a team- I think I would survive with my team!έ  

  

Yvonne ς άI liked using a map and the compass helped me find where I was locatedέ.  

  

Layla- άI used the map to find footpaths.έ  

 



Upcoming School Events 

 

We are pleased to say that Scholastic will once again be delivering a wide range of books for our 

children to enjoy and purchase. 

  

The books purchased by you enables the children to benefit from this event, as we earn reward 

points which allows us to purchase high quality literature to enhance our school library and our 

class reading areas. 

  

We are inviting you and your children to come and browse and purchase books during the times 

below: 

  

Wednesday 26th February             15:30 to 16:15 

Thursday 27th February                   15:30 to 16:15 



Friday 28th March                            15.30 to 16:15 

Monday 3rd March                          15:30 to 16:15 

  

Children will have an opportunity to view the books during the school day. If you are unable to 

attend the book fair (e.g. Bus children) and would like your child to make a wish list with their 

class teacher, please let us know. You will then be able to order these books online. If you are 

purchasing books at the book fair, payments can be made via a card machine, or online with a 

QR code. 

  

Children will be coming home with a £1 book token. This token can be used at our book fair, you 

will receive £1 off any book if you bring your token with you 

  

You will need to come to the school office to access the book fair.  

  

For more information on Scholastic please visit their website:  

http://shop.scholastic.co.uk/?parent_mode=t 

http://shop.scholastic.co.uk/?parent_mode=t


Wellbeing 

 



 



 



 

We Are All Unique 

 

As part of children's Mental Health Week, we have explored the meaning of unique and 

discovered some fascinating hidden talents amongst our staff and children.  


