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Dear Families,

As we come to the end of another fantastic term, | can’t help but reflect on what a vibrant and
exciting few weeks it has been. The lead-up to Easter is always a special time in school—there’s
an unmistakable energy in every classroom, the sun is shining, and the opportunities for
learning and creativity seem endless.

Throughout this term, our core values of Curiosity, Creativity, and Compassion have truly stood
out.

World Book Day in early March was a huge success, as we celebrated the work of Rachel
Bright with engaging activities inspired by her beloved books. The children fully embraced the
day with their imaginative costumes, bringing to life witches, dragons, superheroes,
princesses—even a dinosaur! Not to be outdone, the staff also joined in the fun, dressing up as
their favourite children’s book characters. While | stepped into the world of Mildred Hubble,
Mrs. Gibbons stole the show with her spot-on impression of Miss Trunchbull!

Our School Council once again hosted the much-anticipated ‘Break the Rules Day’ in support of
Comic Relief. Unsurprisingly, the most popular ‘rule to break’ was bringing an unhealthy
snack—we even spotted a bacon roll in the mix! It was a day filled with laughter and excitement,
all while raising money for a great cause.

A huge thank you to Jo Horn and the team at Millfield for helping us celebrate Science

Week with two incredible days of workshops. The children had the chance to examine real-life
skins and skeletons, followed by an up-close encounter with fascinating creatures, including
Giant African Land Snails, Salamanders, Tortoises, Locusts, and Cockroaches. Their curiosity and
enthusiasm were wonderful to see.

A huge thank you to everyone who made this term so special—I can’t wait to see what next
term brings!

Mrs Constanza

Headteacher
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This term we have been looking at traditional tales. We really focused on Goldilocks, The
Gingerbread Man and The Three Little Pigs. We had tremendous fun making our own
gingerbread men! First, we researched the ingredients we would need, made a shopping list,
walked to Gwilliams to buy the ingredients and then came back and made them. Unfortunately,
just before we were about to eat them, they ran away! They left us some clues to read and
follow to get them back. Luckily, we found them just before they were eaten by the teachers in
the staff room!

Mrs Thomas and Mrs Kennedy

Following our biscuit theme, we also carried out a biscuit dunking experiment to find out which
biscuit was the strongest. It turned out that rich tea biscuits were strongest by a mile, taking
164 dunks before it broke in my tea! The children then enjoyed carrying out their own
experiments to find out how long it took a gingerbread biscuit to dissolve in different

liquids. What a fun term we have had.




Year One and Two

We've had another exciting and action-packed half term! In Literacy, we've been diving into
traditional fairytales, focusing on writing and crafting vivid setting and character

descriptions. In PSHE, we've been learning how to keep our minds and bodies healthy. We
were especially excited to put our learning into action designing and creating some sensational
smoothies in DT.

Mrs Ashburne

In Maths, we've been mastering multiplication and division while also measuring and comparing
different lengths and heights.



In Science, we've been exploring the differences between humans and animals, learning about
their needs for survival.

In Gymnastics, we've been practicing a range of skills, including jumping, rolling, balancing, and
working with a partner to create routines.



In Geography, we've been discovering more about the UK - its countries, capital cities, and
surrounding bodies of water. We've also explored the wildlife that inhabits these areas and
considered what life in a city might be like, discussing its advantages and disadvantages.




Year Three
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Science

In science this half-term, we have been learning about light. We’ve used blackout goggles to
prove that we need light to see things, explored reflectors and light sources and investigated
reflection with mirror games- the class loved this!



History

In history, we’ve been studying the Shang Dynasty. The children have become budding
historians with this topic as they’ve carried out a lot of historical enquiries, using historical
artefacts as evidence to work out aspects of life during the Shang Dynasty.

Computing

In computing, we have learning how to use a branching database to sort and group information.
To do this, we had to create a series of yes or no style questions about the object’s attributes.
Each question adds another layer of the branching data base (it looks like a tree), until the
objects have been sorted into individual groups. The children were amazing at creating their yes
and no questions, using the iPads to create a digital copy of their database, as well as testing
their friends to see if they worked. Well done everyone!



Religious Education

In R.E this term, we have been looking at the religion Christianity, focusing on the miracles Jesus
performed. The children have blown us away with their knowledge, knowing that Jesus was able
to perform these miracles as he is the Son of God (God incarnated in human form), and they can
recall a series of miracles performed by him. They have been incredibly reflective, thinking
about what these miracles tell us about both God and Jesus.

Wishing you all a lovely Easter break and looking forward to seeing the children back for
Summer Term 1

Mrs Brogden & Mrs Flint



Year Four

Year 4 Learning Journey
This term has been an exciting one, packed with learning, creativity, and hands-on experiences!

It has been a fantastic term full of curiosity, discovery, and fun! We are excited to continue our
learning journey next term and see what new challenges and adventures await.

Mrs Cook

In Writing, we explored suspense stories, focusing on how to build tension using short
sentences, noun phrases, and metaphors. We also worked on setting descriptions, using
powerful vocabulary and emotions to bring our stories to life. Our writing skills have developed
tremendously, and we are now more confident in creating engaging and atmospheric narratives.

In Maths, we strengthened our understanding of key calculations, mastering addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division. We then took on the challenge of learning about



fractions, exploring how to compare, order, and use them in different contexts. Our problem-
solving skills have improved, and we have enjoyed tackling tricky mathematical challenges!

Our Geography lessons took us on an exciting journey around the world. We discovered
fascinating facts about Mount Everest and learned how the Earth and mountains are formed.
We also investigated what life is like next to a volcano, discussing both the advantages and
challenges. In addition, we explored how earthquakes happen and what their impact can be. A
highlight of our learning was creating and erupting our very own model volcanoes, which made
the topic even more exciting!

In Science, we carried out hands-on investigations into states of matter and gases, deepening
our understanding through experiments. During Science Week, we explored how materials
change and learned about animal adaptations, discovering the fascinating ways different
creatures survive in their environments. These activities helped us become more curious and
develop our scientific thinking.






Year Five and Six
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Wow! We have had a very busy term in year 5 and 6. The children have been working incredibly
hard! In Reading this term we have really focused on answering questions about a text and
gaining as much evidence from the text as possible- ensuring we use the text accurately. The
children have enjoyed reading extracts from ‘break the mould’, ‘who is JK Rowling” and ‘Scarlett
Ibis’.

In Maths we have been developing our understanding of decimals and linking this to fractions
and percentages. The children have also been learning about dinging the area and volume of
various different shapes. As well as this, year 6 have been recapping a variety of skills to develop
their quick mathematical recall and remind ourselves of all the different strategies we have
learnt to help us solve problems.

In Computing the children have been using databases and gathering and grouping information.
In RE the children have been recapping Christianity with a focus on salvation.



We hope you all have a very enjoyable and restful easter and return to school ready for a very
busy term with lots of exciting activities and learning to look forward to.

Happy Easter from all of us in the Year 5 and 6 team.

In our writing we have been using the novel Cogheart as inspiration for our own steampunk
inspired newspaper reports. The children have been working hard on their handwriting,
spellings and use of the various features we have been learning such as relative clauses,
hyphenated words and parenthesis. We have also been creating our own diary entry inspired by
The Lion King. The children have really enjoyed writing front various characters viewpoints and
using figurative language such as metaphors, similes and personification.

D

We have been very busy in geography this term learning about Kenya. The children have
grasped the various challenges facing Kenyans including changes to the Maasai culture and how
migration patterns are seeing people from very rural areas moving to the main Kenyan cities for
better opportunities. We have been developing our use of geographical skills and thinking about
which skills we will need to use to complete various tasks.



In Science we have been focusing on forces. We have taken part in some great experiments-
including how to find the best material for making a hockey puck (thinking about the amount of
friction a material will create) and understanding aeronautical designs and how they combat air
resistance and creating our own streamlined paper aeroplanes. The children have been focusing
on using their scientific vocabulary and planning their own independent experiments. We also
enjoyed our animal handling session as part of British science week. The children were amazed
by the animals and how they have adapted and changed.




Whole School Events

World Book Day

WORLD

BOOK

DAY

&6 MARCH 2025

For World Book Day this year, we focused on the works of Rachel Bright, exploring the following
books:

[] The Lion Inside [] The Squirrels Who Squabbled [_] The Gecko and the Echo

] The Whale Who Wanted More [_] The Koala Who Could

Each of these stories carries an important moral message that aligned with our focus on Mental
Health Week.

We spent the morning in our Key Stages grouping the children into their house colours, rotating
around different classrooms. Every child attended four sessions where they heard a different
story and then participated in a short activity based around the book.






Science Week

BRITISH
(c SCIENCE
WEEK

7-16 March 2025

British Science Week

This year’s British Science Week theme was change and adapt. We started the week with a
whole school assembly exploring how places change and adapt to fit an ever-growing
population, how technology has changed over the years and how plants and animals adapt to
survive their environments. Each class has been carrying out investigations to answer different
questions:

Reception



Why do some animals use camouflage?

Year1 & 2

Can you create an animal that Is adapted to a certain environment?
Year 3

Can you change sounds to make music?

Year 4

What is happening to the world’s glaciers?

Year5 & 6

Which material is best at filtering out microplastics?

Millfield Sessions

We are lucky enough to have Jo, a biology teacher at Millfield, as a parent here and once again
she has gone above and beyond to provide our children with amazing experiences!

Each class had a session studying different specimens, from tiny crabs to enormous elephant
teeth! Finally, we ended our Science Week with a live animal session. The children explored the
adaptations of hissing cockroaches, giant African snails, tortoises, bearded dragons, stick insects
and more!






Great Athletes
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Inspiring every child

On Friday 28th March, Paralympian Katrina Hart from Great Athletes visited the school. The
children had a brilliant time following some great routines set out by Katrina. We raised a
fantastic £1802 in sponsorship that will be split between Great Athletes and our school. Thank
you to everyone who supported the event.

Music Achievements

1 - Congratulations to Annabelle who recently took her Pre-Grade Introductory piano exam - and achieved a really impressive
Distinction. She played a varied programme of pieces and the examiner commented on how well she captured the mood and
character of each one. In all, the examiner said, 'l enjoyed this beautifully prepared performance’. Annabelle is already working
hard on the next grade. Well done Annabelle!



Highbridge Music Festival
On Tuesday 18th March and Friday 21st March, 11 budding pianists and four talented guitarists
took part in this year’s Highbridge Music Festival.

The performers — who ranged in age from Year 1 to Year 6 — took part in a range of classes from
solo performances to duets and there was even one trio performance. This year’s judge — Donal
McCrisken — had flown all the way from Belfast in Northern Ireland to give our musicians helpful
advice and to award Gold, Silver and Bronze medals in every class.

Donal commented on how well everyone played. We heard pieces as diverse as Defying Gravity,
The Pink Panther, In the Hall of the Mountain King, Can’t Stop the Feeling and Take Me to Church.
Donal particularly enjoyed the improvisations and was really impressed by the creativity and
musicality of our musicians.

Academic Achievements
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2 - Austin, Eva, Elijah and Annabelle from Years 5&6 recently took part in the Millfield Primary Maths Team Challenge where
they achieved an amazing 1st place! Well done to all!



Sporting Achievements

3 - Catcott netball team performed brilliantly at a local netball league. They performed well in two matches and only narrowly
lost. The final results were

Brookside 6 - 4 Catcott

Elmhurst 6 - 5 Catcott

Well done to all who took part. We are so proud!



Wilderness Warriors
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Reception

Reception spent their session talking about nests, the different types of nests and what material
they might use. The children explored the area searching for different materials to make their
own. As a whole group they then built a large scale nest that all could fit in.

Year 1&2
Year 1&2 spent their time at forest school focused on all things bugs. They started by discussing
the importance of different bugs and the role they play in our eco-system.



They then spent time rebuilding the bug hotel and creating bug bundles using bamboo and
different dried foliage, all to help create a wonderful habitat for all sorts of different creatures.

They ended the session toasting yummy crumpets on the fire.

Year 3
Year 3 had a wonderful morning in Forest School. They learnt how to recycle paper to make new

paper. We added petals and grass to decorate our paper. This was left to dry and the children
were able to take it home with them

The class enjoyed time on the field in the sunshine, rolling in the barrels and playing in the mud
kitchen.



Year 4

Year 4 had a great morning embracing outdoor learning by discovering the legends behind
dream catchers and making their own using natural materials. They also learned how to tie
different knots, improving their problem-solving and fine motor skills. Spending time outdoors
helps to develop teamwork, creativity, and an appreciation for nature.




Year 5

The children in year 5 had a fab morning at forest school. They made flatbreads with wild garlic
pesto. They made the flatbread from scratch and the pesto which they spread on top. They all
tried it and most children loved it!

Tyler- “ We've got all of the ingredients ready for the flatbreads and wild garlic pesto. We used
flour, salt, sugar and water for the bread. For the pesto we toasted sunflower seeds and crushed
up wild garlic!”

Ronnie- “ | enjoyed making the bread and pesto. We made a dough in a bag with plain flour,
sugar, salt and water. We had to kneed it. With the pesto we had wild garlic leaves. We mushed
them with roasted sunflower seeds on the fire and put them in the leaves. Then we put in
honey, salt and lemon juice.”

Bethany- “ I've enjoyed working with my friends to make the flatbread in a bag with pesto in it,

|II

we toasted our bread on the fire- it was lovely

Amber-“ | have enjoyed making the bread. Measuring the ingredients and kneading it in a bag
was fun!”




Year 6

Year 6 had a fab morning making stinging nettle soup. They prepared the vegetables and
collected the nettle. They explained that you must hold the leaves at the top to avoid being
stung. Some of the children really enjoyed it- they had 3 helpings- whereas others were not so
sure! The children also enjoying creating some artwork out of sticks and being out in the
sunshine looking for signs of spring.

Oscar- “I really enjoyed rolling around in the barrel while we waited for the sup to simmer.”
Eddie- I've created a tiny village out of tiny sticks- I've made lots of houses for tiny people!”

Lacey B- “We made stinging nettle soup. It was really tasty! We had to make sure we washed
the stinging nettles first.”

Eddie- “To make the soup you have to pick stinging nettles, and you have to pinch them from
the top 4 leaves.”

Jack “We added onion, potatoes and grated carrot to our soup.”
Imogen- “I loved it- | licked the bowl clean!”

Jasmine “We crushed stock and hung the pot over the fire to simmer the soup. It took around
30 minutes and then you have to put the nettles in to simmer.”

Eddie — “It was amazing, | had 3 bowls!”

Elijah- “I don’t really like it- I’'m not sure on any of the ingredients!”

Break the Rules Day

Led by the school council, the children had a fantastic day breaking the rules on Friday 21st
March. They raised a whopping £233 for Comic Relief. Thank you to all who supported us.



PTA
AIARNIO

*'EE
7 R P

Al

=

Dear Families,

On Friday 14th March we welcomed families into school for our bingo event. A real mixture of
Catcott pupils, siblings, parents and grandparents attended.

The brilliant Mrs Kennedy did the bingo calling and everyone was eagerly checking off numbers
waiting to call out ‘bingo!” and win one of our amazing Easter hamper style prizes. Thank you to
everyone who donated a prize in exchange for a mufti day, it was very much appreciated.

We had a short refreshment and raffle break and it was back to it for some more bingo fun. A
great night was had by all.

We'd like to thank everyone for supporting this event. An amazing amount of £478.79 was
raised for the school.



On the last day of this term, we aw the children’s wonderful creations for our annual egg
decorating and bake-on event, followed by a cake sale in the afternoon. We will keep you
posted on how the results of this.

We are very proud to say that this year so far we have purchased a Beebot classroom set, Data
logger and crumble set along with a new iPad charging trolly. None of this would of been
possible with out the support of Catcott families and we like to say a really big thank you.

We look forward to the summer term, bringing you more events and supporting the school
where we can.

We'd like to wish you all a Happy Easter.

Catcott PTA

CATCOTT PTA
want to say a big

Thank youw

To everyone that has supported us at all
of our events so far in the school year.

So far with the money raised
we have spent £1,817.98 to purchase:

3 NEW IT SYSTEMS - A BEEBOT CLASSROOM
SET, CRUMBLE CLASS, DATA LOGGER

We have
\ recently paid

£1,060.00
> w for an
° 0 Ipad Docking Trolley
2 to house all
4 the new Ipads
We couldn’t do this without CATCOTT PRIMARY

your continued support, so
thank you. We hope to see

you/ support our future events. x %
SCHOOL
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WE RAISED AN AMAZING...

£478.19

We couldn’t do this without your continued support.
We hope to see you/ support our future events.



Wellbeing

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about
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Marvel Rivals launched in December 2024 and amassed a player count of nearly 150,000 in mere
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Roblox s one of the most popular video games among children. In 2020, the game’s developers claimed that
more than half of the USA's children had played it. As a ‘sandbox itle, the game lets players creats their own
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SING TECHNOLOGY TO
'BOOST READING SKILLS

The way we engage with text has changed dramatically over the years. Whether reading captions on soclal medi
in @ video game or an e-book on a digital device, technology plays a major role in moder iteracy. While traditional books
remain invaluable, digital tools can enhance reading skills by making text more accessible, interactive and engaging.
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Easter Holiday Events




EASTER
EVENTS AT
BRIDGWATER
LIBRARY

Saturday 5th - Saturday 19th
April
‘Count the Eggs’ Treasure Hunt

Tuesday 15th April
10am - 12pm
RSPCA Drop-in Craft &
Workshop

Throughout April
Easter Eggs colouring wall

N Somerset
¥ Council

"~ APRIL.-8TH To 12TH
aT STRoDe 'THeaTRe STReeT
BuY YOuR TiCKeTS TODAY  q,04

‘mn.(@:r’@?
www.gsmcs.co.uk/shrek .




EASTER ., =

ACTIVITY CAMPS

VENUE:

WESTONZOYLAND
PRIMARY SCHOOL

DATE:
14TH - 17TH APRIL 2025

. 9AM-3PM

BOOK ONLINE AT
WWW.PRO-COACHING.CO.UK [h@
OR SCAN THE QR CODE.
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Shapwick Heath
Forest School

16 & 17 April ¢,

10-12.30pm (Under Ss) € <
2-4.30pm (5-12 years)

£12 PER CHILD

Join Natural England and
You Do Forest School to
explore nature, enjoy outdoor

play, crafts, and learn about
wildlife.

Make natural paints and
brushes, craft a wooden
mallet or axe, and build
a shelter.



SPRING EVENTS

ON THE AVALON MARSHES

WELL WOMAN WALK
31 Mar & 28 Apr, 10am
Shapwick Moor Nature Reserve

VIKING WOODWORKING
WORKSHOP

5 Apr, 10am-4pm

Avalon Archaeology

BOOMING BITTERNS

GUIDED WALK

6 & 13 Apr, 6am-8.30am
RSPB Ham Wall

FAMILY DISCOVERY TOUR
10 Apr, 10.30am & 2pm
Avalon Archaeology

BRONZE AGE DAY
12 Apr, 10am-4pm
Avalon Archaeology

EASTER BUNNY WREATH
FELTING WORKSHOP
9 Apr, 10am-1.30pm

Avalon Marshes Centre

WARDEN'S WALK
11Apr, 10am
Shapwick Moor Nature Reserve

FOREST SCHOOL (UNDER 5)

V| 16-17 Apr, 10am & 2pm

Shapwick Heath Nature Reserve

FOREST SCHOOL (5-12
YEARS)

16-17 Apr, 10am & 2pm
Shapwick Heath Nature Reserve

SAXON EASTER
17 Apr, 10am-4pm
Avalon Archaeology

LEARN TO NORDIC WALK L
25 Apr, 10am-12.30pm
Avalon Marshes Centre S

NATURAL DYES WORKSHOP
26 Apr, 10am-4pm
Avalon Archaeology

DAWN CHORUS GUIDED

HIGHLAND COW FELTING

A | wavx |&IR) | worksHop
\ &\ d 27 Apr, 4, 18, 24 May, 6-8.30am k || 30 Apr, 10am-1.30pm
i RSPB Ham Wall Avalon Marshes Centre
KING ALFRED AND ESCAPE ROOM: THE CURSE
SOMERSET DAY OF THE CYNNING
», 10 May, 10am-4pm 30-31 May, 10.30am-7pm
Avalon Arphaeology | Avalon Archaeology
m DRAGONFLY.DAY; ‘%ﬁ For more information visit
25 May, 10am-4.30pm
Avalon Marshes Centre EEER
Shapwick
@& MARSHE D R
MARSHES ot — Lot
» SOMERSET ool Havrk orc O Trus |




gamily Holiday Activitieg
at Wells Cathedral
Easter Excitement

7,9,and 11 April 2025

Get ready to celebrate the joy of Easter with our
seasonal trail, and crafts to make and take home!

Monday 7: Cross Creations
Collect beads on our Easter crosses trail ‘
o0 ® and make a necklace or keyring i.Q‘ o
Wednesday 9: Glorious Gardens ¥ ®
Discover the Easter story as you follow our v
Cathedral map, then make an Easter garden

Friday |1: Card Crafts \
‘ Follow our Easter story trail and
- make a card or decoration '

FREE with adult entry.
No need to book — simply drop in on the day!

10.30am~3.30pm
Theres no charge for chidren. Standard adult admission tickets include re-entry

for 12 months from date of purchase, soyou can enjoy access toa number of
seasond events, induding exhibitions and Famiy Holiday Activities beyond your
initial visit. Only assistance dogs are allowed at this activity.

Sessions i the Education Room / Wells Cathedval
!
3

EXPLORE e CREATE ® DISCOVER

\MHBTﬂeSS info & bookings: lisawildwar@gmail.com
- Forest School

for kids up to 1lyrs
funder 5s must be accompanjed)

(£5 off for
siblings )
Includes lunch
cooked
over the fire,

hot choc &
marshmallows!

Wed 16+h
April
9-3pm
Meare

BAG 9SP L =3CWEE ¢ Fe

b %

www.wildernesswarriors.co.uk
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\ 7-11 April f‘::f’;{m”,q
14 - 17 April ¢
).\\"‘.\ \\ .

. \ ALL APRIL BOOKINGS WILL BE ENTERED INTO A DRAW
—%}K ™\ TO WIN A FREE WEEK OF SUMMER SOCCER SCHOOL
G "

Q

HUISH PARK

Contact Us

Catcott Primary School
Manor Road

Catcott

TA7 9HD

01278 722527

office@catcottprimary.co.uk

www.catcottprimary.co.uk

Catcott Primary School (@catcottprimary) ® Instagram photos and videos

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557036028853
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4 - Please remember to keep the office updated with any changes to phone numbers or email addresses. It’s important for us to
have the most current information on your child's records.
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